7th Grade ELA
Semi-Syllabus
Below you will find the basic course information for 7th Grade ELA. 
Teacher Contact Information: asizer@ms.k12.il.us 

Course Information: This course focuses on the development of reading skills through the analysis of fiction, nonfiction, short stories, novels, poetry, and drama. Additionally, descriptive, expository, argumentative, and narrative writing, as well as basic research techniques are addressed. Students will refine grammar and usage skills through the writing process.

Course Objectives: 
- Read and comprehend various texts and types of literature. After mastering a certain text students will be able to express individual thoughts and ideas through analyzing those texts.

 

- Students will be able to “produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience” 

Required Materials: You will need a notebook specifically for this class to keep track of your notes. I suggest you get a 3-ring binder with tab dividers to stay organized, but it is not required. You will also need to bring a novel (of your choice) to read each day. 
Grading Scale: The grading scale for this class is

90-100 = A










80-89   = B










70-79   = C










60-69   = D

Grading Procedure: All assignments that are turned into me will receive a grade. Assignments can be graded based on the following: completion, correctness, or content. Large assignments will always have a handout explaining the criteria and guidelines. If you have any questions regarding grades in this class, please see me before or after class. Remember: Grades are earned, not given! The fastest way to fail this class is to not turn things in. If you try your best, and turn things in, you will pass! If you put forth the effort, it is extremely difficult to fail this class. 
Class Policies and Procedures

Below you will find information regarding Ms. Sizer’s class policies and procedures. 

Discipline Philosophy: Life is full of choices. Each of us in this classroom chose to get up and come to school today. This means we all care about our education and choose to better ourselves by coming to MSJH each day. The same goes for rules and procedures. If you choose to break the rules or not follow class procedures, there will be consequences. Consequences may include: verbal warnings, detentions, or removal from class. 

Work hard. Be nice.

Non-negotiable Rules: When you step foot in this class you can expect the following from your peers and myself

1. We will be respectful to each person in this classroom
2. We will be responsible and trustworthy
3. We will raise our hands to speak
4. We will follow directions and ask questions when we do not understand

5. We will always do our best and strive to do even better tomorrow.

These rules are in place to make this classroom a safe and inviting environment for each and every person who enters this classroom. They will be followed, no exceptions, no excuses. 

Detention Policy: Those who choose not to follow the rules and procedures of this classroom will earn detentions. As per the student handbook, detentions will be served before or after school with me, Ms. Sizer. Your parents will be notified you have received a detention. If you play a sport or are involved in other extra curriculars, your coach or your advisor will also be notified. Detentions will be silent, and you must work on schoolwork. If you do not have anything to work on, I will give you an assignment to work on. 
Tardy/Late Arrival Policy: You will be counted tardy if you are not in the classroom, working on bellwork, when the bell rings. If you are only late once in a blue moon, I will typically not mark you tardy. If it becomes a daily thing, I will mark you tardy every. single. day! 
Late/Makeup Work Policy: If you fail to turn in an assignment, you have until the end of the unit to turn it in for half credit. HALF CREDIT IS 50 TIMES BETTER THAN 0 CREDIT. Once we have begun a new unit, you may not turn in any more work for that unit. Ex] If we are studying short stories, you may not turn in an assignment from the poetry unit.

If you are absent, you MUST come see me about what you missed before or after class. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get your missing assignments and turn them in. You have as many days as you missed to make up your work. Ex] If you were absent on Monday, you should get your assignments on Tuesday and they are due Wednesday. 
Classroom Procedures:
These procedures are to ensure that we have an organized and efficient classroom. They are put in place to benefit everyone, and everyone must follow them.

Entering the room – When you enter this classroom, leave your drama at the door. There is nothing I detest more than drama. Come in quietly and begin working on bellwork.
Bellwork – Bellwork is not meant to take 20 minutes. It should take 5-10. The bell does not signal you to begin bellwork – it should be begun BEFORE the bell rings. I will collect bellwork RANDOMLY for grades. You will not know ahead of time the weeks I am collecting it. This is to ensure you try your best and actually do the activities each week.
Arriving late – if you arrive late to class, you will come in quietly, and take your seat… quietly. I will fill you in on what you have missed at the appropriate time. 

Leaving the classroom (at the end of class) – I promise, everyone will be able to leave eventually. There is no need to stampede and block the door 2-3 minutes before the bell. Please do not hover around the doorway before the bell…it is a fire hazard ( Wait for the bell to ring, in your seat. 
Leaving the classroom (with a pass) – if you have a planned absence or you need to leave class early please let me know before class begins. If you need to use the restroom, get a drink, or go somewhere else during class, wait until quiet work time to ask. Do not ask in the middle of a lesson, the answer will be no. The only exception to this is if you are feeling sick – please go right away! 
Once you have read over these classroom policies and procedures with your parents/guardians please sign below and turn in to Ms. Sizer

_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 
PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER UNDERSTANDING
I, ______________________________ the parent/guardian of ​​​​​​________________________________ have read, understand, and received a copy of these policies and procedures. 

I, ________________________________ have read, understand, and will abide by these policies and procedures. 
Random Things to Know 
· Hole punch/Stapler - they are located all around the room. There should always be a set on top of the filing cabinets, by my desk, and on the book shelf in the back. Kleenex too (
· Pencils – If you need to borrow a pencil there will be a LARGE supply in the back of the room at the beginning of the year. Usually, those are all stolen by October. If you use it and put it back, they will last longer. 
· White board markers/Chalk – usually I have them hidden, but on the off chance that they are out… RESIST THE URGE to draw on the board. 
· Art Supplies – we do various projects that require art supplies. If you need things like markers, crayons, glue, rulers, scissors, etc. they are located in the labeled rainbow cart by the bookshelves! 
· Extra paper – much like the pencils… there is extra paper in the back. Once it is gone, it’s gone. 
· Lights – I enjoy natural lighting. Usually, there are no lights on in my room. If this bothers you, please let me know (this might change this year).
· Birthdays – I put everyone’s birthday on the board at some point during the year (half birthdays too). If I forget you, I probably have the day written down wrong. Please make sure you tell me! 
· Cell phone usage – cell phones will not be permitted in my class unless it is a special occasion. Locker or Charging (
· Food – I do not mind you eating in my classroom as long as you are chewing like a normal human (soundlessly) and do not make a mess. If you choose to chomp like a horse (simile) or make a mess like a pig, I will take your food. 
· My desk – please do not touch things on my desk without asking (aside from using the stapler, you can just use the stapler… you don’t have to ask).  

